
“The Message of the Cross"
Mark 14:32-15:47

The cross is God’s will for victory over sin and not the victory of sin over God (14:32-42)
Jesus had predicted His crucifixion numerous times before, but as the time of His betrayal and death 

approached, the reality of what was coming grew in intensity in the heart and mind of Jesus the man. In Mark 
14:32-42, God’s Word gives us the incredible picture and reminder of this struggle that Jesus endured. Sorrow 
over what was coming was overcoming Jesus. It wasn’t just the issue of death, but it was the issue of what He 
would endure in His death: The experience of man’s sinfulness and the wrath of His Father against sin. The 
humanity of Jesus didn’t want to experience the suffering and pain that was coming, so He cried out to God to 
deliver Him if at all possible. But the perfect, sinless heart of Jesus also realized that the desires of His flesh 
weren’t as important as the will of His Father. In this incredible moment in the garden, Jesus surrenders to 
God’s will for His death, reminding us that what is coming is God’s will for victory over sin and not the victory of 
sin over God.
1. Read Mark 14:32-15:47. Focusing on Jesus’ prayer time in the garden in Mark 14, discuss the things that 

were coming that were causing Jesus to experience so much sorrow.
2. Jesus understood — more than we can even imagine — the pain that He would have to experience to 

receive God’s wrath against sin, but He was still willing to surrender Himself to that if it was God’s will. 
Have you — or are you right now — struggling with surrendering to God’s will in your life?

3. What can we learn about the will of God based on the fact that Jesus’ crucifixion was God’s will for Jesus?
4. Break into small groups of 2 to 3 people, and spend some time talking about surrendering to God’s will in 

your lives, praying for the strength of Jesus in us to help us imitate His example in our lives.

The cross is God’s final proof of our hopeless sin that only He has the hope of conquering 
(14:43-15:32)

Immediately following Jesus’ surrender to God’s Will in His life, Jesus begins to experience the 
hopeless sinfulness of man, starting not with His enemies but with those who should have been the least likely 
to sin against Him. Judas, one of the disciples, came to Jesus bringing the enemies of Jesus with him, and with 
one kiss, Judas betrayed the Son of God, his God and his Savior. The disciples scatter and the enemies of 
Jesus attack. Reading through Mark 14:43-15:32, and notice the incredible display of the sinfulness of man 
against the Creator of man:
• The disciples betrayed and abandoned God;
• The religious leaders slandered, rejected and abused God;
• The government leaders forsake and failed to defend God;
• The people condemned and judged God;
• The soldiers mocked and crucified God; and
• The criminals taunted God.

In an incredible way, the final proof or evidence of the hopeless sin of man is seen in a powerful and 
convicting way in the message of the cross. With this picture of sin, the question is, is there any hope of 
conquering sin in our lives? God is the only hope for the hopeless sin of man!
1. Take time to read Mark 14:43-15:32. Which of these groups do you related to most in your experience of 

sinning against Jesus in your life? Why?



2. From the most outspoken and faithful disciple to the most hateful High Priest, everyone was a sinner in 
these scenes leading up to the cross. What does this remind us about the reality of sin in this world? What 
does it remind us about our ability to conquer sin in our lives on our own?

3. Do you know someone today who would fit into one of these groups of people when it comes to sinning 
against Jesus? Without sharing names, take a minute to share and pray for one or two of these individuals.

The cross is God’s greatest display of His unconditional and unchanging love for sinners (14:36; 15:5, 
31-32, and 37-39)

In contrast to the sinfulness of man, the message of cross shows us the faithfulness of God. More than 
just faithfulness, the message of the cross shows us the unconditional and unchanging love of God for sinners. 
Why would Jesus be willing to endure the abuse and death He experienced on the cross? Why would Jesus 
not defend Himself against the indefensible injustice and untrue accusations of sinners? How could Jesus not 
do the things that He could do as God to save Himself and to repay those who were crucifying Him? There can 
only be one answer: Because of His love for those He came to save! In the face of all of the hate and sin that 
Jesus experienced through the cross, we see the greatest display of God’s unconditional love that can’t be 
changed by the things that we do. Through all of the pain and suffering that Jesus experienced on the cross, 
we see God’s unchanging love that can’t be changed by our hate and the unloving things that we do. The 
cross is God’s greatest display of His love for us!
1. What would you do to save someone you loved?

• Willingly surrender to something that would knowingly cause you tremendous pain and loss?
• Stay quite when you’re being accused of doing things that you didn’t do?
• Not take advantage of every advantage that you have to help your situation and pain?
• Willingly separate yourself from the ones that mean the most to you and give your life to save the life of 

ones you love?
2. Discuss each of these in relationship to what Jesus did for you? What does that mean about your value to 

God and His love for you?
3. Use your study Bible notes and other study resources that your group may have, and discuss what it meant 

when Jesus cried out, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”

The cross is the wonderful message that Jesus sacrificed His life for our sins (14:32-15:47)
Overall, the message of the cross is the wonderful, indescribable message of how Jesus — the Son of 

God and the Savior of the world — sacrificed His life for our sins. Because of the glory and greatest of the 
message of the cross, it’s impossible to communicate in words the full wonder of the cross. The message of 
the cross is the message of God’s wonderful, indescribable love for us, and in this truth, the message of the 
cross is best heard in our hearts. Lord help us to understand the message of the cross!
1. Take time as a group to allow each person — if they want to — to offer up a simple prayer of thanksgiving 

to God for the wonderful message of the cross.
2. Thinking back to the people you prayed for earlier, how would you share with them about the wonderful 

message that Jesus sacrificed His life on the cross for their sins? How could you start that conversation? 
What would you say?

3. This week, take time each-and-every day to think about and to thank God for the wonderful message of the 
cross.


